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  TRAP 
   ME 
      IF YOU CAN!
    Amazing Cat Trapping Tails!
 As we enter into summer, the feral moms and kittens 

emerge in increasing numbers, and CC4C’s year-round  
humane trapping  efforts ramp up.  

Our goal:  to round up the kittens while they’re young 
enough to tame, and to spay/neuter the reproducing adults 
to stop the overpopulation cycle.  Trapping is also some-
times necessary to rescue homeless tame cats that that are 
too frightened and mistrustful to be handled.

But the following are unique trapping events, demonstrating some of the extremes involved in trying 
to catch the hard-to-catch.  Enjoy these glimpses of the thrill of victory and the agony of defeat among 
CC4C’s intrepid trappers.  

Every trapping project has its particular difficulties: 

•	 Trapping	“stakeouts”	in	cold,	wet	weather	 
	 (prime	trapping	time	is	winter).
•	 Police	suspicious	of	someone	sitting	in	a	dark	car	with	binoculars.
•	 Difficult	terrain	and	unfriendly	neighborhoods	or	neighbors.

TNR  
Cat trapping is the first step in 
TNR (Trap/Neuter/Return) – the 

only program proven successful in 
controlling feral cat populations.  

The traps are strong metal 
cages baited with food.  When 
the cat steps on a raised metal 
plate inside, the door comes 

down behind her, capturing her 
without harm (to either the cat or 
the trapper – truly feral cats are 
wild animals!)  Cats are spayed 
or neutered, confined until they 

recover from surgery and released 
to their original cat colony (if 
the location is safe).  Unable 
to reproduce and no longer 

compelled to mark territory or 
fight for mates, the cats live quietly 

and the colony slowly decreases 
through natural causes.

  THE CAT WHO
     TRAPPED A CAT
This project  
involved a feral 
colony of 10 cats.  
As often happens, 
the last one was 
very wary.  She 
hesitated and 
circled the trap, 
while the others 
(who had been fixed and returned) hovered, hoping to get to 
the bait.  She finally crept partway in, ready to back out in an 
instant.  Then one of the others impatiently smacked her on the 
rear, so he could get to the food.  She jumped forward and the 
trap snapped shut.  A furry helper closed the deal! 

THE TRAPPING TWO-STEP
One member despaired of trapping a free-roaming male cat 
in her yard.  He refused to go for even the most enticing bait:  
tuna, sardines, fried chicken.  Then she decided to lure him into 
her backyard cat enclosure, recently vacated by a young female 
he’d made friends with . . . 

Community 
Concern for Cats

STEP ONE: She left the enclosure door open with food inside – tying a strong cord to the door and running it 
through her window behind closed blinds.  When she heard the cat crunching kibble, she pulled the door shut 
and caught him inside.  Now he needed to be confined in something portable.  

STEP TWO:  She lined a trap with comfy bedding, and he started relaxing inside after a few days.  One day while 
he lounged inside at feeding time, she casually carried in a baking sheet, slapped the sheet over the open door, 
and he was ready for a trip to the vet.  He and his female buddy now are fixed and happy in the backyard.



THE VOLUNTEERS OF  
COMMUNITY CONCERN FOR CATS

A woman called CC4C to help a big cat she’d been 
feeding in her juniper hedge for 5 years.  She knew  
he was deaf, but he had started wobbling, and  
petting produced a growl instead of his usual purr.  
It took several nights of trapping, but he was finally 
caught.  Dr. Laurie Langford at Theater View Veteri-
nary Clinic in Orinda treated him for an ear infection 
that affected his walk, and discovered that he was  
almost blind, seeing only shadowy movement.  Plus 
he was FIV positive and most of his very bad teeth 
had to be pulled (at a considerable discount, we’re 
grateful to say).  A couple of weeks of painkiller and 
antibiotics produced a healthy handsome boy who at-
tracted two potential adopters when posted on  
Facebook.  He is now far from the juniper hedge,  
in a loving home.  

THE ONE THAT  
          GOT AWAY
When a cat is wise to the regular traps, we bring 
in the DROP TRAP. This is a primitive but effective 
device:   a big wire box propped up by a pole and 
closed by pulling a string.  The cat trapper’s drop 
trap has a small sliding door in one side.  When the 
cat is caught inside, it’s herded into a smaller, por-
table trap through this little slider.  One hot August 
afternoon, a very wary, very pregnant cat was finally 
eating bait under the drop trap and the string was 
pulled.  Triumph!  To keep the frightened cat from 
banging against the trap, it was covered with a 
sheet.  The portable trap was lashed to the sliding 
door, and the slider was pulled up just far enough 
so she could “escape” into the small trap.  She 
didn’t.  And because the sheet hid her movements 
from view, the trapper pulled the slider completely 
up to see her – exposing a small cat-size gap.  ZIP 
– she spotted that bit of daylight and was gone.  A 
month later she returned with 6 kittens that she edu-
cated with a fear of traps so strong that they were 4 
months old before we got them all – making them 
harder to tame.  Two are still waiting for new homes 
a year later.  And the mom is finally fixed, and well 
fed in the backyard where she was trapped.

WHEN  
TRAPPING FAILS...
We do love kittens.  But the volume of the little ones 
born every year far outnumbers the homes avail-
able.  So we work to prevent their homeless misery 
by preventing their conception.  When we fail to trap 
a fertile female, the result is often (as above) a litter.  
We do find homes for the little darlings.  But it takes 
a month or two at least of nurturing and socializing 
to get them to their new homes.  Berkeley Humane 
Society estimates that it costs $10 per day to care 
for a kitten because many need medical care or 
special diets to compensate for their undernourished 
beginnings.  And a tiny orphan “bottle baby” can 
cost $400 to get to adoptable age, according to  
Feral Cat Foundation.  

THE IMPOSSIBLE
     TAKES LONGER!
One of the hardest trapping jobs ever took place in a 
parking garage.  A tough, feral female had eluded all 
efforts:  drop trap, throw net, regular net – nothing got 
her.  She was fed for years, giving birth to two litters 
annually under various parked cars.  Sadly, the kittens 
were always run over within a few weeks.  When the 
latest litter arrived  last November, CC4C called in a 
super-trapper who thrives on a challenge.  The mom 
and litter hid in a smashed-up car with no rear win-
dow.  The insurance company was going to tow it in 3 
days,so trapping time was short.  The trapper arrived 
when the mom cat was nursing inside the locked car..  
First she secured the cat inside by quickly duct-taping 
heavy cardboard sheets over the rear window before 
the cat could bolt out.  Then the trapper cut a hole 
in the cardboard the size of a trap opening, securing 
a trap in place on the car’s sloping trunk.  Gaps were 
blocked with metal baking sheets.  A clear plastic door 
at the end of the trap should have looked like an  
escape route.  But she just sat on the brake pedal for 
four more hours.  Finally it became obvious that the 
mom had to be scared out of the car.  One big pound 
on the hood and she bolted through the window open-
ing and into the trap.  A 10-hour project finally ended.  
The mom was kept with her kittens til they were 
weaned; she was fixed and they were adopted out.

COMPASSIONATE 
            TRAPPING

Your donations this time of year  
will go a long way toward  funding the 
sturdy growth and happy socialization  

of these little ones!  

Many thanks  
for your compassionate support.

www.communityconcernforcats.org

Gratefully,


